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cause and effect in the moral world ? Could they rid them-
selves of the ammistic idea of a soul and grasp the true
nature of man? Could they overcome the propensity to
seek salvation through a mediatorial caste of priests ? Could
they understand the final state of peace, that quenching of
all worldly cravings which leads to the blissful haven of
Nirvana- ? Would it be advisable for him in these circum-
stances to preach to all mankind the truths he had discovered?
Might not failure result in anguish and pain ? Such were
the doubts and questions which arose in his mind, but only
to be smothered and quenched by thoughts of universal
compassion. He who had abandoned all selfishness could
not but live for others. What could be a better way of
living for others than to show them ths path of attaining per
feet bliss ? What could be greater service to mankind than
to rescue the struggling creatures engulfed in the mournful
sea of sa?nsdra ? Is not the gift of Dharma the greatest of
all gifts? When the Perfect One considered how sorrow
and suffering oppressed all beings, he became very compas-
sionate, and made up his mind to preach to all mankind
the eternal truths he had discovered.

With this firm resolve he started for Benares which has
been famous for centuries as the centre of religious life and
thought. On his way the Blessed One met one of his
former acquaintances,Upaka, a naked Jain monk, who, struck
by his majestic and joyful appearance, asked : "Who is the
teacher under whose guidance you have renounced the
world ?" The Enlightened One replied : "I have no master
To me there is no equal. I am the perfect One, the Buddha.
I have attained peace. I have obtained NirvfL^a. To found
the kingdom of righteousness x am going to Benares. Then
I shall light the lamp of life for the benefit of those who arc
enshrouded in the darkness of sin ,'ind death." Upnkn then
asked : " Do you profess to he the Jina, the conquL'ior of the
world ?'' The Buddha replied : " Jinas are those who have
conquered self and the passions of self, those alone are victors
who control ..heir passions and abstain from sin. I have con-
quered self and overcome all sin. Therefore I am the Jina."

At Benares he saw Kaundinya and his four companions
in the Deer Park, Isipatana. When these five (the Paficha-